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To this category belonged Raja Ram Mohan Rai,1 Devendranath Tagore,2
and Keshab Chandra Sen.3 In Western India we had Dayanand Saraswati.4
And the numerous reformist associations like the Brahmo Samaj and the
Arya Samaj that have sprung up in India today are doubtless the result
of Christian influence5. Again, Madame Blavatsky6 came to India, told
both Hindus and the Muslims of the evils of Western civilisation and
asked them to beware of becoming enamoured of it.
TENETS OF HINDUISM
Thus, we have seen how there have been three assaults on Hinduism,
coming from Buddhism, Islam and then Christianity, but how on the whole
it came out of them unscathed. It has tried to imbibe whatever was
good in each of these religions. We should, however, know what the
followers of this religion, Hinduism, believe. This is what they believe:
God exists. He is without beginning, immaculate, and without any attri-
bute or form. He is omnipresent and omnipotent. His original form is
Brahman. It neither does, nor causes to be done. It does not govern. It is
bliss incainate, and by it all this is sustained. The soul exists, and is dis-
tinct from the body. It also is without a beginning, without birth. Between
its original form and the Brahman., there is no distinction. But it takes on>
from time to time,, a body as a result of karma1 or the power of maya*, and
goes on being born again and again into high or low species in accordance
with the good or bad deeds performed by it. To be free from the cycle of
birth and death and be merged in Brahman is moksha or liberation. The
way to achieve this moksha is to do pure and good deeds; to have com-
passion for all living beings, and to live in truth. Even after reaching this
stage, one does not attain liberation, for one has to enjoy embodied existence
as a consequence of one's good deeds as well. One has, therefore, to
go a step further. We will, however, have to continue to act, only
we should not cherish any attachment to our actions. Action should be
undertaken for its own sake, without an eye on the fruit. In short, every-
thing should be dedicated to God. We should not cherish, even in a
dream, the feeling of pride that we do or can do anything. We should
look upon all equally. These are the beliefs or tenets of Hinduism, but
there admittedly exist a number of schools. Also, there have arisen a
1 Founder of the Brahmo Samaj.
2 & 3 Raja Ram   Mohan Rai's work was continued by   Devendranath Tagore  and
Keshab Chandra Sen, the former on the lines of pure Hinduism and the latter along those
of Christianity.
4 Founder of the Arya Samaj.
5 The Brahmo Samaj was to some extent the result of Christian influence, but the Arya
Samaj, which was based on ancient Vedic principles, was an attempt to meet the challenge
of Christianity.
6 Founder of the Theosophical Society,
7 Sum of person's actions from a previous existence, viewed as deciding his fate in the
next.
8  Illusion,